[History of catheter ablation].
After His bundle electrography was established in 1967, the step from invasive electrophysiologic diagnosis of arrhythmias to interventional treatment by catheter ablation was imminent. The time interval of 15 years between the diagnosis and treatment of arrhythmias was even shorter than the 19 years between the first selective coronary angiography in 1958 at the Cleveland Clinic in the USA and the first percutaneous coronary intervention in 1977 in Zurich. During each time period, a great amount of knowledge was gained in cardiac surgery, which proved to be very helpful for the development of the interventional treatment. The history of endovascular treatment is an impressive reminder that the preparation and support of cardiovascular surgeons and their handling of complications played a decisive role in the further development of cardiovascular internal medicine. The history of catheter ablation teaches us that the joint work of cardiologists and cardiovascular surgeons is of great importance for the choice and further development of the best possible treatment as for future development of the techniques of therapy.